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CHAPTER nL
Tli morning after tbo murdor Valaa

quel arose early, aa wu the custom
with erery one in the Sonoma valley,
and started out for a ride. Ue did not
appear to hare had a Tory had night of
ll and. for a man who tnuat have bad. the
reoolleotlon of a reoent murder ever
preaent before him, be waa remarkably

'

After leaving the party of man who
were escorting the doad body of Mario
Delaro into the little town of San Paola.
be baatened to the railroad depot and
aent a message to friend of hta vlotlm'a
young wife telling them of tho horrible
ocourrenos and warning thorn to be
careful in breaking tbe neve to her.

Ue then atarted back and roacbod the
little, low building, dignified by tbe
namo of City Hall, a few m m nta after
the offloer bad arrived with their
cnarge.

Tbe body wai placed In a room eon
nected with tbe ball, aftor which tbe
coroner was promptly notlflid, and It
waa not long bo fore tho new bproud

' through tho town.
Tbo body had br.rdly boon car I 'd In

before a aorvant from Dolaro's bouso
camo rushing alon,? In oa?or bnsto on
lr. way to tbe collars.. Tbe m in bad
gono up to tbo boirooin to cull Duluro
and found that tho dour was oponotl. tbo
lamp (till burning with alow, nickering
light, but tho bod bai not boon slept on

Knowing bis mustor's Intention to
visit the cellars on tbo previous ovon- -

Inc. bo was now bound tliltlior.
Tho man was 'soon told of tho sad

noivs and hastened back to tho bouso to
inform tli6 other servants about It.

During tbo long hour cf tbat bazy,
warm summer afternoon there whs a
great deal of buxtlo and extraordinary
excitement In Kan Paolu. It reached

'fever beat, however, at Dolaro's late
.homo and omong tbo workmen at the
collars.

Vulasquoz undertook tbe charge ot
affairs In tho place of Delaro and acted
as though be intouded to run manors
wt'.b a high hand

In tbe afternoon the coroner called a
jury togolbor and commenced bis of-

ficial investigation Into tbo cause of the
death.

The first witness called was Anton
Rcyman, who .estifi;d to laving parted
with Ddnroon tbo previous mlit utxiut
ten o'clock. Iioar the entrnn '.a lliocol-lars- ,

alto to finding linn Head among
lhe vinos on the following morula?

From tbo Biirro;ir.:lint! of the mur-

dered man ho coi,ld imagine nothing
which would inilleale by whom tbo deed
bad lioen com ml nod. but not ice J tbul
bo bad lMun stuli' ej in tbo back

Tho other workmen wero then called,
but only corroborated "Anion's state-
ment. Then tho mei who worn proitcnt
at the cellars w: ci fVlaro call d in On

tbat fatal nl.Tht wj-- i;ir.v.l;in J ai to
what hod transpire! on that ovnKion

They oaeh tild the sunn story, snytrig
that Mr. Delaro w.n in u very bid torn
per over thn faet tlia: a lar.xo quantity
of wino bad iie.'n Hpoil"d oiwii? to s

on the part of the man who had
cbargo of It. an I that ho spoke rather
sliarplr to all of them ;

"Did he anrry worJs with anv
ono In particular?" atki.l tin eoromr of

the last wiin'. a burly t'r 'rman j

The man nwi.utfl ho.'oro replying.
tben mild "Yei. no spo!u quito '

to Anton Unymm. about ko.-pl- a
sharper eye on thn men "

Wero thesn the first crow words
spoken tbaulay 'iciwuon Mr Dolaroaud
Anton'.'" waa uu nrt qu.'ii.oa ,

"So," replied tu' woramunj "tbey
had aeverul nouy tulkt u.ui day aui
Anion, who 1.1 n.ui.oil raUei hol-tem- - j

pared ut limes. ui..od bcli and said ;

somotbiug uouiil uuderstun ling bis bust- -

ness, bul thai liu co..lJ iiji Iw refiunei
bio for luo mistakci and i arole.nnes ol

Idlo woriblcs follows like iboso Mr.

Dularo Momoiiinus employed ul a busy
time,"

Then tbo coroner inqulrou if Anton
often showed sign i of bul lenipor "llo
got In a rage souiotimoi. when tbingit
don't go quito right, but it soon posies
oO." wastho response.

After tbis other w.inosos wero called
wbo testified to several recent' quarntts
betweon Delaro and Auluu. though all
Insislod that none ol these hoi-wor- d

pasa;os were at all s aH.irs
Just about this lime ono of tho of

fleers appruacbed Anion ant
aa tbougti to examine bis clothing.

"Wboro did you get tbis blood on
yourovoralls?" he in.ulroJ ot Anion.

Itealiztug tbe borribio purport of the
question. Anton replied. 'I col tuat
as I kn:ilt over tbe body of my dead em-- '

ployer this morning. was tho reply
"bomo on your shirt, too." said the

offloer "la that tho same shirt you wore

lost night?"
Anton's quick temper mado the Dot

blood fly to bl cheek. nd tbo veins in

bit distended a he anally re

"Yes. it is. but why do you ask aucb
Insinu ting quoalioos? I must bav

' fA the blood on my shirt when I ex-

amined ibo bojy m my curioJty to see
wiio.hor tlio wound wo solMnllictod or
not."

". protty thin story, ain't It, ?"

asked tbo oGker.
The coroner looked wiso and said that

thai was for tbo jury to decide. Tbore
being no further witnesses to be exam-

ined ibe jury were called upon for a
verdict.

It did not take tbem long to "roach a
declsion.and in a very few moments they
leclared that tbe dead man camo to bis
death at the bands of an unknown mur-ler-er.

' i

Frcctlcall. however, tie "unknown
man" of tboir verdict was. a farce, for
they added:- - "We Strongly advlss that
Anton Herman be held in custody for
further examination before a Justice."

The aamo day Anton was takon be-

fore a justice people In these pans
lose no time In aucb mattersfor ex-

amination.
It 1 not necessary to ge over tbe

ground coverod by tbe witnesses again.
Tho same. 'witnesses wbo bad been
brongbt before the coroner once more

' rppeared aud repeated what tbey bad
, already sold. Many minor point were

najolfled,' boworer, and the eonse- -'

(uence was that almost before tbe foil
eaor cf tbe situation bad made itself

folt la Alton's mind be stood charged
with the murder of tlario Delaro.

The acrusM man's dltrcd wife
1.5 irflvf--J or! tha scono by this time,

i - 1 r i n it waa told to her that
v ' ! ! ? ! i f,-- f w:V-'i-

WHEnX Ptll TOU GET TITM JJI.OOD OX

VOt'll OVtnALM? " -

niH. unit iwflnnnfl lll'lT.
Dut before tbo ordor for Anton's com-

mitment to prison could be made out a
man arrived on tho scono for whom

' evory body made way as If "by Instinct
This was nono otbor than Mr. Joel Wil-

cox, tbe rlchost man in Sonoma County,
an uncultured, good-nature- large-hearte- d,

t" down-- 1

Easter. Wilcox had mado an immenno
fortune In California and spent his days

i In tbo valloy at a large and luxuriously
'appointed house which ho bad built in
tho midst of a iKMtiiiful estate.

llo know orcrybody for tnlloj around
and" d with rich and poor,

great and small. All mot him on etiual
terms and bo bad a good word or a
hoarty laugh for everybody,

Ills dress was untidy and
owing to tho fact that ho paid very lit-ll- o

attention to outward appearances.
Ue liked a man of bis own ilk, but ho

bated, as bo said, "tbem as put on airs
bekas they'd mod a bit o' money."

Accompanying him was Vclasquex. tho
man whom Wilcox despised above all tho
many desplcablo people ho had mot In

tho course of a long lifc-tim-

"Holla." said Wilcox. In bis froe and
easy manner, to tbo justice, "what's
up?"

He bad like every ono clso heard all
about tho tragedy, but felt bound to
give vent to tbo stereotyped Inquiry.

Tbe old gentleman walked across to
tbe justico and sat down besido blm
while the administrator of law and or-

der related to bim the tnoro recent de-

velopments Of tbO CU40.

Wben Wilcox heard tbat Anton Hey
man was charged with tho murder ho
excitedly Jumped from bis seat and
shouted:

"Why you thundcrin' blockheads, you
are not going to commit an honest
man like Keyman for tho murder of
Mario Delaro, Just because he bad a few
angry words bim and happened to
b? tbe first man to fuller him out of tbo
cellars last nlghl?"

"There seems to be no alternative,"
-- 'd the Justice, "but you may rest as-

sured he will have a fair trial."
"Ah, by tiod, that bo shall," said the

blufl Yankee "if it takes every cent of
money I'vo got to secure 1U Dammit,
he's no moro guilty of that crime than
bi poor littlo baby is."

A) ho spoke these words whether
or not bis glance wandered

towards YelnHouea, wbo was in tbe
room, and il struck bim that Velasquez
winced.

Then ho crossed over to Anton and
sa.d "Cheer up old boy and keep a good

heart If ta-- ro any Jtisiico in thoso
parts at ail you shall pot It"

Tnon turning to Vul-nqn-
is. he said:

"And us for you. I suppose now that
D. ir.ro is out of ibo way you oro pleased
at the hotum of your hard heart
You'll h.- - trying next to turn tho widow
outol hm lioie and homo in oruer to
got money to throw acroji the talil.s up

to Frti-co- . I know more than you think
I do about your semg8 tm. and you con
make your tniud up hero mat
you're not coins to have It all your own
w y If Mr Delaro ever wanM protec-

tion from Kiicti inlamous blood-sucke- rs

as you sbo knows whero to And one."
YolasqUPt lislened apparently quietly,

but inwardly full of interest nnd said
n politely as bo could "I fall to d

what I hnvocver done to merit
this abuse. Mr. Wilcox."

"Then you con know now that I've
got a mighty good reason for my words
and you'd bettor be careful."

With this tbey both walked away.

Tbat niRbt Anton spent buhlnd tbo
bor.cha'ged with tbo dreadful crime
of murdor.

CHAPTE3 IV.

While Anton lay In jail wearily
awaiting bis trial, Velasquox arrlvod

at tbe conclusion that about tbe best
thing he could do was to move out of the
valley.

Bo tbe lawyers wore consulted In re-

gard to DMaro's ostato, and after sever-

al disputes a settlement was agreod
upon.

Dolaro's sorrowing wife, finding tbat
tho horrihlo associations of tho district
would be too much fur her, resolved to
soli every thing and movo to Kama
I'vosa wboro bor frionds and paronta had
long resided.

In all bor negotiations and other
business matters, she was ably
assiitoi and Indeed guided by
Joel Wilcox, and tbis proved a
fortunate arrangement for bor. For
a woman with no more knowledge of
law and- - business than Mrs. Dularo
would bsvo boon a pliablo tool In tho
b:ndsofso unprincipled and crafty a
man as Velasquox.

Tbe estate, including the wine cel-

lars and every thing olse connected
with it was" sold, and, after all tbo
llnai details were eoitlod. Vulusquex re-

ceived a chock for very nearly tbo aamo.
amount be bad agreed upon with Mario
Delaro oa tbo night of tbo murdor.

Uo lot no timo in bidding "Good-
bye" to tbe Valloy, bending bis slops
toward bla old haunts in Frisco. -

His stay there was not of long dura-
tion, for be bocamo foarful tbat Anton
Rcyman mlgbt be aoquittod of tho
cbargo of murdor, following which
ivont tho impetuous fool Wilcox would,
undoubtedly, make matters rathor un-

pleasant tor blm. if bla whoroabout
were known.

So bo realised on all valuable papors
In bis possession and atarted East

Nearly a month elapsed between tbe
enactment of tbe vineyard tragedy and
tbe time of Loon Velasques'a final di- -.

appearance from tbe Sonoma valley.
With the assistance and adyloe of Joel
Wilcox. Mrs. Dnlaro was preparing to
dispose of her house and loave tbe dis-
trict Thanks to tbe old Yankee' busi-
ness tact she fonnd that aha bad suf-Scle-nt

money loft from tbo proceeds of
the sale to keep ber ia comfort for a
number of years. Still she waa anxious
to be rid of the house also. ,

In any case she would have boon com-

pelled to sell ltshortly afterward, foroa
tbe twentieth ot tbe month, thirty days
sfur Dclaro'i death, a notice was served
cn t!;er-x-:".or- s of the estate to tl;e c?nvi

tnat a note tor (SMl.uuU)

dollars drawn In favor of Lean
quel and discounted by blm in Ban'
Francisco, waa due and must be paid in
three days.

This threw a new light on affairs, and
Mrs. Delaro waa amazed. Wby bad ber
husband given Velasquex a note at
thirty days for such an amount of
monoy? Sho waa uttorly unable to
solvo tho riddln, and at once sought ber
old frioud for aid.

Tbis Is .what old Jool Wilcox, tbe
millionaire said about it: "You "kin
depend upon It Mrs. Delaro, that there
ia moro In thia than you or I know at
present This noto that's a lyin' In
tbe bank for you to moot was drawn on
t! e n ght that my trlond Mario waa
murdered, and I'm as sure that It'a got
sumthin' to do wilh that dirty work as
I am tbat Amnion lloymnn la innocent of
It alL Tho note'U bev to bo mot but
it'll knock a blg bolo In whnt you got
out of tho salo o' the vineyard to do it
So when you 'ro ready to sell your bouse
don't go to anybody olse I'll buy it
and givo you a fair prico for it"

Mrs. Delaro was much stirred by old
Wilcox's words, and It was with m

blanched toco that she looked up at tbe
big millionaire, and said: "Mr. Wilcox,
do you think for ono moment that Loon
Velasquez had any tblnjr to do with tbe
denib of my poor busband?"

"Yes I du." was tbo roply, "and
what's more I'm going to find out just
bow much ho did hov to do with It or
my name ain't Jool Wilcox."

"I don't like to think this without
somo rood grounds for tho belief, " said
tbe beautiful woman; "but I will
arouse myself nl once, I am unusually
quiet and do not as a rule jump nt con-

clusions; but when my husband waa
cruelly taken from mo It seemed as
though my heart hod been forcibly torn
from Its pluce to be roplnocd by a spirit
of revonro Henceforth my duly sl.ull
be to fiud Mario's slayer. I, too, do not
believe An'.on Keyman guilty, but"
here her voico became choked with
emotion and pasiu:i. Thn quiet pas-
sive nature of the lady was fa a fading
boforo the hot southern Mood of an
aroused woman, and il was with flash-
ing eyes and patuinr ' sho
earnestly exclalm-- d: " trill 2nd bis

lift r

m9 If y-- u -

"TIIKRE l MORE IX TIT1S Til AM WK KXOW

AT ritMKXT."

murdorer. nnd may tho blessel Virgin
have mercy on him wben I do for I

will have none."
lool Wilcox promised that he would

leave no stone unturned, but ns Key-man- 's

trial was to come olT in about ten
days he must go to Sun Francisco and
Interview the brokers, so us to Qnd out
all ho could altout Velasquez's rocont
actions.

"That is tbe clow I must follow," he
said to the widow. "In tbo meantime,
you. of coiirso, will keep your eyes
and oars open to all that transpires in
this immcdiato noighbo: hood."

Such was tho compact which Jool
W.lcox and the widow of en-

tered Into that night and through
many weary years of mingled hop a

and disappointment they kept the one
aim in constant view

Tho next morning Joel Wilcox
slurted for San Franciso. to learn what
be could nlioul tho money which Vulas-qe-ei

bml raised oil the noto.
For this purpose he called nt tho o

of Crandall 4 Co., Investment
brokers. Delaro bad often told blm
that be was In the habit of doing a lit-

tlo speculating occasionally through
this bouso, Velasquox invariably con-

ducting tho deals.
So Wilcox naturally thought this

would bo a good starting point
On entering tho oiilco. bo Inquired for

Mr. Crandall, and was ushered into tbo
gentleman's private room.

As soon as Mr. Crandall heard the
namo of his caller bo pricked up his
ears and was Immediately prepared to
act as obsequiously as an obsequious
man possibly could, under such circum-
stances.

For Jool Wilcox was a well-know- n

man In Frlsce his enormous wealth
bolng a matter of public gossip, and
tbo little lynx-eye- d broker thought bo
was In tor a good stroko of business, bo
of courso surmising that iho millionaire
was on the lookout for an Investmant

In this, as we know, bo was doomed
to disappointment Tho broker foresaw
what was coming wbon Mr. Wilcox
asked:

"Do you know If Leon Voln-qu- cx Is In
town,. Mr. Crandall?" Sow. the
broker and Velasquox were "boson
cranics," having worked many quiot
and sometimos shady duals togethor.
Still, tho broker was by far tbe
shrowdor of tbo two mon. and wbilo
Velasquex brought the lambs to the
alaugh'or Crandall managed to catch
most of iho blool Therefore, when
this question was suddenly sprung upon
bim ho was decidn.ll surprised, but at
tbe same time was too old in tbo busi-no- ss

to betray any undu? agitation
"Mr. Vulasquoz. Ah, y:s. 1 romombor

blm now; tho (jenlloman from San I'ao-17- "

bo said, with ussumod indiftorenco,
"Hut why do you corns horo in search of
that gentleman, Mr. Wilcox; it is hardly
probablo tbat I should bo aware of tbe
fa:t even If ho did happen to be In town.
His calls hero are exceedingly few and
far between, like angola' visits., aa It
were, if I may be permitted to mako
use of aucb an old and familiar expres-
sion."

"What a He" thought his clork, (a
young Englishman) who bad without
In ton Hon loft the door ajar wben be
ushoroi Mr. WUoox Into tbe prlvato
loom, and thus beard the remarks aa be
sat at bis desk in the public offloe."

"Well." aald Mr. Wilcox, "I have
been informed tbat be bad a rood many
business transactions with you etad that
this would be a likely place to find blm.'

"Yes." tbe little broker respondod.
"Mr. Velasqnea certainly did have some
business to transaot with me bet bla
visit hero were alwaya of th most
formal natnr. and ere woro not on SuCb

terma tbat I could be aupposed to know
tnncbof bla movement while In tbla
city." The clerk outide bad become
interested by thi time and mentally
elaculated: "What a liar!"

"l am net thu aorf of min.to b3a

"TOtT WKIIH INQUIRISO ABOUT MIL

arouna tbe Dusn, ana I may ' as wen do
plain with you," aald Mr. Wilcox.
'You bavo of courso, board of my

friend Mario Delaro' murdor noar bis
own wine cellar on tho nlgbt of
the twenty-fir- st of last month?"

"Yes, I did bear of tho sad occur-
ence." was tbo rejoinder. Jonl W.lcox.
continued: "Tho week bofore tbat mur-
dor Mr. Dularo told mo of a doal bo
made with you, though Volasiuox, in
some raining stock that paid big, and.
I'm here aa a representative of Dolaro's
widow to know if the matter has over
been P.xed up."

"Yes. 1 bollcvo It has," replied
Crandall; "but to make sure I will step
around to tho oiUce of tbe broker wbo
sold the stuck for Velusiiuoi and in- -

j quire if the monny has boon paid;" suy-- ;
lng which ho roe to gu and handed Mr.
Wilcox a .iew.;papi-- r to road during bi
temporary ohsonca

As soon as Crandall bad gone Joel
Wilcox muttered to hlinsolt: "Well, I

wondor how much mora mon-'- tho vll-- !

Han ha? scraped to.roihor. Ttiero Is no
account of that money bolng paid to

his boolcs. at least I couldn't
11 lid it ir thoro was. Tho yallcr-skin- -;

ned 'possum trini his btvit tJ cban out
bis best friend IWuro ho ktllod bitn."

lie was not bft la his thoughts very
long, fur, uo sjonnr was C.vn.Ull's ba:k
turned than too clerk ma lo an excuse

'
locum? into iho rootn with a hundlo of
prpers in his hand As soon as this In-

dividual got cioso enough to Mr. Wilcox
bo v hlsrx reJ:

"You wore Inquiring about tbo trans-
actions of Mr. Volasquoz with this
hous.-?- "

"Yes, I was." tho astonished million-

aire responded.
"Then appoint a meeting with mo to-

night and I w.ll give you some Informa-
tion that will prove of valuo."

i "What do you k.iow ubout the busi-

ness?" qimriod Mr. Wilcox.
"Moro than I cure to know," was the

rejoinder, "hut I'm (retting tir.'d of It
and must tnll soro.'lnd.v. Wh.it hotel
aro you moppini a'".'"

"'i'ho raiaee," '.vaa the answer. "Koom
81."

"Exp-xt- t me there ul nine
o'clock, then." sa.d th' clar.. wbo then
left the room, not n moment loo soon, for
at that mo::ioni ( randall roturticf.. ula
wlk out rt t.i? o:.!i'.tr lir jkcr's oDce
abvlugbocn in :':,; a "1.1 ud."

Without wr.iii'ig mi li h. wa
be in I ormod Mr. Wilcox that tl.c a o.k
certificate; had i l utid the money
pu'd to Velasii!c7., bald a powar of

attorney for Mr lie. aro.
At this Mr. UMos roio to leava. for

he felt taat the interviow with tho
clerk wouli servj bis purpose far bT.tor
than nay quantity of tal'..-- with the tin
principled broU'-T- . With many poliw
farewells and exim'sslotis of hopj for
future tntfrvlows. is well ai s at
tlio shortness of tliu present visit (en-

tirely upon tb'i pirtof th? brolco.'. how-

ever), the twj men pari d.

I'unctuaily ul tho bour of nlno Cran-doll- 's

clerk put In hl app amnco nt tho
1'iilac.! Ilotl and wai shown up to Mr.
Wilcox's roonj.

llo lntro.luc d himself by means of a
card boring tho legoud: "Percy lloau-fo- rt

Lovel."
"Sow. Mr Percy lls-.tif- Lovol."ald

tho Jovial hoit "I guesi you know a
good cigar wlnn you try o:io. ko holp
yourself out of that box on tho lahlo;
and I know you can drink a glass of
wine, tdsn you ain't Cngllsh. So sit
you down and I'll rail for somo of tbo
genuine article, then we'll have a talk.

' Dut suppose. Instead of calling you Mr.

Percy Ileac fort Lorel. we drop part or
; that dlmo novel tltlo and call you plain

Percy?"
j Tbo Englishman mado no domur to
any of thoio suggestions; so tbe wine
was brought In, and. undor it Moodily
Increasing Influence, ho told tbo mill-- j
lonairo all ba knew about Velasquez,

j "So you say bi was squeezed Into a
corner tba day before tho murdor."
asked Wilcox.

"Yos. and a pretty tlzbt one toe
was tbe rcjuindor, "but, as he left the
ofUce. I beard bim tell Mr. Crandall
tbat ho would get tbo money in three
days by fair ucans or by foul."

"Whew!" was tbo only reply.
Then Percy procoad'-'- d and told what

had happened since bow Valosquot
bought up tbo mining stock corlllloatoa,
and sold thorn at a siook profit and bow
be bad bold a noto for fifty thouiaud dol-

lars, glvon bim by Dalaro, which Cran-

dall managed by false
to got discounted tor bim on tho quiot
Finally. Lovol told bow only a week

a?e Velasquez camo Into tbo office and
went with Crandall to cash a chock for
a good part of forty thousand dollar
which bo said was the proooeds of tho
share in tho sale of tbo Posada vine-
yards. Lovol gavo It a bla opinion
that Valssqiiex bad started East with
vory littlo short of a hundred thousand
dollars cash monoy In bis possession.

"Do you know which way be wont?"
askod Mr. WUoox.

' "Se 1 do not air," was tbe roply.
"Sow, come Percy, we shall get

along a good deal better without any of
tbat kind of business. Don't Slr me
any more" aald tbe platn-apoke- n Yan-

kee.
Lovel amllcd and continued: "Velas-

quex aald he mlgbt atop at Denver
awhile but be expscted to be in Chica-

go inside or ten day."
Thia information woke up the mill-

ionaire and be aald:- - "Then time 1

precious. Are yon willing to go with
meto San Paola Percy?"

"Well," said Lovel. "the question 1

rather auddoe Mr. Wilcox, and I mlgbt
lose my ploco If I go without Mr. Craa-dall- 's

permlasloa."
. 'Curse your position!" ejaculated.
Wilcox. "Com with m and help to
rua tbat villain to earth and 111 eee
tbat yon have a position aa long aa I

live" ,

"That aettle It" said" Percy. "Tr
been drifting all over for tbe last seven
years and I may as well keep It up."

Tbe next dsy tbe millionaire and hi
new-foun- d friend, the poor English
clerk, started off to San JWi tczetfeer

ana torgod link or menasmp'iDot Vere
only snapped by death, while Crandall
lost a good clerk wbo wai too honest for
hi questionable service.

CHAPTER V.

During the journey to San -- Paola on
tbe following day, Jool Wilcox took tbe
opportunity to bare a good long talk
with Percy Loeel and ascertain what
tbat young man knew about the many
transaction wblcb bad takon place on

Velasquox and CrandalL
Somotimos tho young Englishman

got vory communicative for be was
naturally a froe opon-boarto- d sort of a
follow, not more than twonty-sove- n

year of age or thereabout.
Wilcox liked blm o well that bo

asked Lovol to givo him a little of bis
history Said Lovel: "If I tell you my
history you may not think so well of
mo after you bear it as you do now." -

"Ob, I daro say, like most young mon
Vho drift to Frisco, you bavo lod a
kinder wild life, but ll Is evldont you
wore prlmod with a protty good educa-

tion before you started In on it" waa tbe
response

"Yos," said tbo Englishman, "I sup-
pose that's se and ainco I loft Oxford I

have soon life through the kaleidoscope
of many promiscuous journeying. I loft
borne bofore I waa twonty, got through
a good pile of money In Paris and Brus-

sels and than suddonly found myself In
Sew York. I playod tbo races, gamblod
and knockod around from one job to
another and altogoibor led a Ilobomlon
life. Hut I fool liko sobering up now;
It isn't necessary torn fellow to be a vag-
abond all bis life and I'm ready for tbe
chango. It Isn't moro than throe wcoks
sinco I bandied tbo chips for tho last
tlmo, but I have done with It for koops.
Ity tho way, tho very last game I at
down to was in tbe same room tbat Velas-
quez frequented and ho dropped over Bvo
thousand dollars that niTbt It was tho
sumo evening bo sold tbo mining stock,
lie often used to come to that don, and
somo of tho boys I hero know a good
deal about him, but I very much ques-
tion whothor any or tbom would toll
you much "

"Uood." remarked IjvcI' newly
found friend. "I'm glad to hear tbat
your are tired of your iv'ld life, and,
what's more I believe you. S'o from
now on you will please consider yourself
privati secretary to Jool Wilcox. I

never di.l put on airs before, but
I guoss I ain't too old to bogie Is It a
go?"

"Why, vou astonish me Mr. Wilcox;
but 1 will try to descrva your confi-
dence."

"All right; I count myself a pretty
good Judgo of a man when I snc ono. and
1 think that so tar as I am concerned, I

am safe In engaging you for an unlimlt
cd the salary question we car
Buttle a we go along." add. id Wilcox in
a jovlsl manner.

"Uut what" ho continued, "wa that
you said about Vclnsqucs being known
by tho b its in tho gambling house?"

Percy then repeated what ho bad al-

ready recounted, and Mr. Wilcox said
that tbo knowledgo might be useful In

bunting down tho rascal.
As both Mr. Wilcox and tbo English-

man wero good talkers t!io conversation
was kept up in a lively manner, and It
was not long boforo Wilcox knew all
about Perry from hl.s childhood up.

As thu train pulled up ct San Pnola
Mr. Wilcox said: "Ah! I guess, my boy.

yoii'vo bin more of a fool than an In-

tentional scamp."
Tho remark was full of truth, for

Percy Lovol was never reolly bad, only
ono of.thoio lads so especially common
among tho better English classes who
becomo utterly recklos In tho eager
pursuit of "lolly as It Mix" Yet
through all bis ops apd downs be was
nonchalant, cair-tcmpcr- and cool aa
an Iced cucumber. Always bo could
find tlmo to part bis bair in tho right
place, no ma'.tor If iho house was on
Oro; but be could also bo relied upon
to rocch tho outs'.do sifcly. And no
matter wboro or bow doop bo would
sink In lifo's turbulent waters, ho In-

variably camo to th top again smiling.

ante delako met them at the noon.

Always philosophically contented, bo

novcr lost hi temper or bttcamo unduly
excited, and aftor a .varied experience
covering a rango of occupation! from
speculator to book-ca- n vassnr, be floated
Into Crandall & Co 's office and from
tbore as wo bavo socn. to bis present
position. And tbis last movo was to
chango tbo wholo courso of his life

Wbon Jool Wilcox went to bed tbat
night be folt certain that Anton Key-ma- n'

release was near at band, lie was
now entirely confident tbat Volasqnez
bad murdored Dolare but be was not
tho man to act. rashly or with undue
baste .

' So be concluded to sleep on bis reoent
diecovorice and moke disclosures later.

Next morning bo and Percy Lovel
started ovor to soe Mrs. Dulare She
met tbem at tbe door and aald: "Obi
Mr. WUoox, Pm so glad you bave come
Something of groat Importance ba
transpired."

Tboy walked into tbe house and into
the library, where Mr. Wilcox was as-

tonished to see one of tbe workmen
from tbe cellar sealed. . Tbe door was
closed, but, at Mr. Wlloox'a request
Lovel waa allowed to remain. in tbe
room.

Tbls man," aald tbe unhappy widow,
baa brought aomethlng here which

wUl probably prove beyond a donbt wbo
It waa that killed my dear husband.
Yosterdsy one of thl man' boy wa
bathing in tbe stream wblcb flow-a- t

tbe foot of tbe Mil yondor." aald the
lady,4ointlng from the window aa he
poke "and, la diving to pick object

from tbe aaud in the bottom of tbe
river, found tbla weapon."

Here Mr. Delaro prod uood an Ivory
handled stiletto upon the handle of
which was carved the Initial "L V."

"Crest guns," exclaimed Wilcox,
"we shall Drove that make ruUty aoon- -

erihaa lexoected."
to coktwuxd.

Bbort krwtt mi br Dr. Klsc B art Cbm

The Baxter Bank.

DIRECTORS:

ALEXANDER WARNER, President;
IRA C. PERKINS, Cashier;

BENJ. S. WARNER, Ass't Cashier;
L. MURRAY PERKINS,

S. T. WARNER,
E. B. PERKINS.

Does a General

T?aijs --3aterest

Always Has Money to

CANCER II1STITU:

treatment

only institute V QUO DO PITY

of FEMALE COMPLAINTS. (t-- J

to Cancers, Piles and t
Medicines sent to anv pail of

of the kind

For the cure
liirniint Blood
and all forms

i. m. nrxiAN.N.n. give most especial
lel. llirei'tnriiml Surueoii

in i liiirve. iborinerly wur male Complaints.)
!f'TJ"'lr..!!,V?!.,j.l.,',,l U. S. bv mail
personal, confidential and FREE. Call
M. D., No. 91 1 Central street, Kansas

TEN MILES OF

iMIjlUjlU
Cancers

Granulated

PEORIA
fuming, Construction

SOUTHEAST

Largest Mining Company

letteVL

office, address

f class mining to lease
mining,

are in
LANDS CENT

FREE TIMBER AND STONE.

i ?1IL1V3 MIL ill U."1

YIV nlui Imvo millet in 2.0110

to
.

J. P.

Are finf to tuke an
to the 1

to If the

P. E. A. B.,
in

12 $0,

on or

SO KNOW

DR. FELIX LC

ihm oriarinsU JUKI on 17
It

.old OUT 10
&

Kan.

nTiim in. Vfcl

M, iw w 7

a

Sold by &

LsUeuit or Nlim: (or Eir

THE CO.

IBIS. Dsslsni

Aattfsv

! of 4U. IHM

mil .or . wmr mm

itiltii w T 8a.

tt tK. nm.
T UO.

C.
;

. . . i

- In 10

bank.

on

Vs.

OF P..
H at It

or mi.
uiIkuI

C.C.

in

and of and all
Skin

The

I

or by
at or tJ. M.

-

of V

pnHture huula under fence. Plenty of

you Academic

mo.

iiA.ioao,

for
and

AT TEN PER

,

Would for
Do fit yourself for so, nllend

Goddard. Priu.; W.E.
Mattie Dawson, Instructor Music. for

Winter Term, weeks, Acodemic Common School ?"J)0.

lessons Organ

'IMM

UUM,

Ulllt.

Brni.ua,
cnttli-- . and huvc .1.IXX) Hcrc--8 irood

All

Iml. Ter.

you like prepare Kansas
you want

Miss Tuition

Term begins January lst"3

TOO

BRUM'S

FILLS

iw.nin,f'-wn.i- L
Mmiina

McFadden Price, sole
agents, Baxter Springs,

Rl A Knl PRcvtmrrvs

McFadden Price,
gists, sole agents, Baxter Springs.

A
trfU

ARNOLD CKEWCAL
Assaaa, CHiafiO.

Btra, Pisaipt,

ifOMrrtt,
Mmmr.

twTiaisas)

A.

Baiter Kan

Daniels room up-

stairs, opponite Baxter

oa Time eposits.

Loan Good

and diseases. Eyel

attention

express. Consultation
DUNCt.

Uty,

m M Ccnpj.
BAXTER SPRINGS, KANSAS.

in the Western Comitiy.

H.miak

first land
bU,liUU hulitu grazing farming purposes.

These Mines Full Blast.
ROYALTY STRAIGHT.

BUILDING

rent. waterwitTv
shade. CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. Address

drug

Teoria,

Diversity?
teaching?

Until PolijteenfliG Institute,
Lowell Knnsns.

Assistants.

Twenty-fou- r

HfW'intcr

LADIES

STEEL P PEKSYEOTEL

druggists,

incnm-AT-u- w,

Springs,

building,

Banking Business.

Security.

McXAUUIITOX, Manager.

Course?

Morgan, A. M, and Alice R. Goddnrd

Piano, $10. fTCome any time.

BACON, THE BARBER,

Pmith Mllltarr street. Baxter Springs. K.

J. P. HARTLEY,

Practical Auctioneer
For tlie City of Baxter Springs

and Surrounding Country.

HTLeave orders at the Nbws office

Bajder imy Stabk- -

JULIUS BISCHOFSBERCER,

Proprietor

FIRST CLASS TURNOUTS

AT REASONABLE RATES.

Zsbo ioviRorates, stimulates and buiU

op the brokea dowa system. Zsoo cur'

nervous and mental debility of men. So'.'

by A. R. Kane.

Ladies Dr. Sawyer's Pastilles are effect

nal for female weakness, pain on top of th

head and lower part of tbe back. It

strengthens and cores. Sold by A. K. t-


